Saturday, November 8, 2003

Psalms 7:1 - 11:7

In these psalms we see David under pressure from his enemies. Most commentators think that they were written concerning his flight from King Saul who not only wanted victory over David, but wanted his life as well. Other than Psalm 7, we know nothing of “Cush, a Benjamite”.

In these words of poetry there are several thoughts about God: David will seek refuge only in his God, for there is no other hope for him; He invites God to judge him according to his integrity and to make the wickedness of his enemies fail; He also says “Awake” to his God--He is anxious for God to do justice and save him from his enemies; 7:11-16 seem to be words of warning to God’s enemies--They will bring God’s anger down upon them of their own actions.


In Psalm 8 the writer expresses his awe of God and his astonishment at the importance of man in God’s plan.


Psalm 9 brings the profession that God never forgets the oppressed and the oppressors’ triumphs will never last forever.


It’s interesting that in Psalm 10, the singer does not question God’s power, His authority, or His existence. The singer is concerned only about why God sometimes appears to be silent in the midst of the wicked actions of the enemy. When we read Isaiah and Jeremiah, we’ll see a nation that challenged God to do His worst, expressing their belief that God was powerless to do them harm; that His power was no greater than any of the other gods that they were worshiping at the time. David’s question is that of a faithful believer.

The beginning of Psalm 11 is David’s argument either with himself or with his advisor about whether to run or stand. If God is his protector, why should he flee? God has the power to protect him. 

